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for comparative reference. A carefully compiled index also adds to the 
value of the English translation. 

John Grier Hibben. 

Princeton University. 



The Play of Man. By Karl Groos. Translated with the author's 
cooperation by Elizabeth L. Baldwin, with a preface by J. Mark 
Baldwin. New York, D. Appleton & Company, 1901. — pp. ix, 406. 
Professor Groos's works on play have been so widely read since their first 
appearance in German, that it is unnecessary to do more than recall in the 
briefest manner the contents of Die Spiele der Menschen, now appearing in 
translation. The author's psychological criterion of play is that the activi- 
ties and capacities involved in it shall be exercised purely for the sake of 
the resulting pleasure ; his theory of its biological significance is that it 
represents preparatory, ' experimental ' exercise of various instincts essen- 
tial to adult life. The bulk of the work is given to an interesting discussion 
and classification of human games and sports with reference to the different 
powers and impulses whose exercise they involve. 

It is an ungrateful act to criticise a translation ; the translator's task is 
always an unselfish and laborious one. But in the present case the re- 
viewer cannot omit to mention the fact that many rather serious errors mar 
the work. When we read on page 232 of the translation that Sully and 
Ribot attempt to combine the two theories of the comic, that of the feeling 
of superiority and that of contradiction, "by deriving the more refined 
sense of superiority from the first exaggeration, progressively excluding the 
latter by mental play with contraries," we are not exactly enlightened. 
Turning to the original we find that the passage reads : * * Sully und Ribot 
suchen sie in der Weise zu vereinigen, dass sie das triumphirende Gejuhl 
der Ueberlegenheit ah die pimitivere Erscheinung auffassen, aus der sick 
erst [is this the 'first' of the translator's rendering] mit der Zeit die Jeinere 
Freude am Komischen entwickelt habe, wobei das Ueberlegenheitsgejuhl 
immer mehr von dent intellectuellem Spiel mit dem Widersprechenden 
verdrdngt ivorden sei." Further, on page 362 of the translation, Spencer 
is reported as follows: "It is characteristic of nervous processes, he 
says, that the superfluous integration of ganglion cells should be accom- 
panied by an inherited readiness to discharge." One wonders what the 
force of ' inherited ' may be here, until on consulting the original one finds 
that it is an ubermassige Bereitwilligkeit to discharge, with which the 
ganglion cells are credited, and that there is no trace of any word in the 
sentence which could possibly have suggested 'inherited.' In the case of 
the following blunder the operating psychological causes are more ap- 
parent : on page 375 we read, " the longer this natural education continues, 
the more vivid do the inherited capacities become. ' ' The word translated 
' vivid,' to the utter destruction of the sentence's meaning, is ' bildsam ' — 
not pictorial, but plastic, a not unnatural confusion of the arts. A number 
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of equally important errors are revealed by the most superficial comparison 
of translation and original. 

Margaret Floy Washburn, 

Gustav Theodor Fechner. Von W, Wundt. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 
1901. — pp. 92. 

For the centenary of Fechner's birth, Wundt was chosen to deliver the 
commemorative address. The address has been published, together with 
a series of added comments and personal reminiscences, and an excellent 
picture of the Fechner monument in Leipzig. All who know anything of 
Fechner's colossal and painstaking work will read with delight Wundt's 
appreciative sketch of his long life devoted to science, philosophy, and re- 
ligion. Particularly to the younger generation, who know Fechner only 
through two or three of his many published works, will this authoritative 
estimate of the man and his achievements be welcome, all the more as it 
is written by an intimate friend. Fechner's life, though outwardly un- 
eventful, is exceedingly interesting ; the early years of struggle and break- 
ing toil, years devoted almost exclusively to scientific problems, the im- 
mense output, "at a moderate estimate, three or four volumes yearly," 
the final triumph, in the appointment to the professorship in physics, the 
failure of health, the partial loss of sight, the years of suffering that 
wrought out the philosopher, and the later period which saw the publica- 
tion of various works on philosophy, psychophysics, biology, and aesthetics. 
Attention is called to Fechner's deep religious and poetical nature, his ab- 
solute scrupulousness and candor, and his freedom from bias and dogma- 
tism. Wundt shows that the underlying thought in the Zend-Avesta 
and the Elemente was the same ; a fact that the student of the Psychophysik 
is apt to overlook. The latter work was really designed as an empirical 
demonstration of the truth of the author's Weltanschauung, as an " induc- 
tive system of proof for his philosophy." 

I. M. Bentley. 

The Principles 0/ Knowledge. With remarks on The Nature of Reality. By 
Johnson Estep Walter. West Newton, Pa., Johnston & Penney, 
1901. — pp. 302. 

In this book Mr. Walter presents to the public the result of his be- 
lief that ' ' since the idealistic diversion from Locke, led by Berkeley and 
Hume, there has remained an unfilled space for a consistent and adequate 
theory of a posteriori dualistic realism," and this work, he says, "may 
be regarded as, in part, an attempt to supply the proper theory." The 
author' s views are to be elaborated in two volumes, the second of which is 
expected soon to follow, and to treat of the knowledge of the extra mental or 
external, and the extremes of knowledge. The present volume is divided 
into two books of six and five chapters respectively. These chapters deal 
with the following subjects : " Cognition of Present Mental States or Con- 



